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Prior to 1849, only the privileged could attend school. Children were sent to
schools in England or in larger cities, or they were taught at home by private tutors.
The majority of students were male only. Slave children were forbidden to learn
reading and writing.

The history of Madison School, in fact all the schools in King George and
Virginia, would begin with a locally born man, raised within walking distance of
Madison School. That young man was William Extra Billy Smith. In January
1846, Smith bécame governor of Virginia and served his first term until 1849. He
advocated pulilic education for all of Virginia. While Governor, he asked the
General Assembly to provide for Virginia counties who wanted to have free

schools - this was not a requirement for the counties. The system went into
effect in October 1847.

On March 8, 1849, the General Assembly passed an act to establish free
school district$ in King George County. A vote of the people of King George
County was taken on April 26, 1849, and was accepted 242 to 20. The first board
met on December 8, 1849, and consisted of Ferdinando Fairfax, Daniel Coakley,
Harrison G. Howland, Frederick F. Ninde, Edward T. Tayloe, James G. Taliaferro,
Stephen P. Béwen, William Colton, and William S. Brown.

1. The students attending would be male and female, between the ages of
six and twenty-one.

2. Schools were established in districts where at least fifteen students were

registered.

. A “suitable school house can be obtained without expense to this Board.”

A salary of $25 per month was established.

. Teachers were at liberty to continue their respective school operations

without vatations established.

School bodks and curricula would be established by the board.

Teachers were selected by the board.

8. In addition to branches of education required by law, K1ng George would
have History taught in all the schools.

lll.-hb)
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Ten school dibtricts were established in King George County. From all

indications, Tetotem was in the 2" district. Tuition for each student appears to
have been fifty cents a year.

. The early school system, established in 1849, provided the entire elementary
education process until 1939 when the first four-year high school building, built in

i



1923 was converted to a central elementary school. Although many smaller
schools continued to operate until the 1960s, the trend was to centralize the
elementary scheol.

It is almost certain that the school building obtained for District #2 was
called Ninde School and was located closer to the old Ninde Store.

NINDE‘,‘ SCHOOL PHOTO taken about 1908 (Ida Welch born in Nov 1896)
DB33, p68

Ina deed dated December 12, 1912, E. D. Brown, trustee; Henry T. Garnett
and Belle B Garnatt, his wife; Florence G. Britton and Frank Britton, her husband;
Algernon Garnett and Josephine Garnett, his wife; H. T. Garnett, Jr., T. Stuart
Garnett, William B.‘Garnett, and Josephine I. Garnett conveyed to Shiloh District
School Board for $10.00 one acre of land, a part of Spy Hill, situated in the Shiloh
District of Kigg George County for the purpose of erecting and use of a public
school building for the education of white children. If used for any other purpose
it would revert back to Henry T. Garnett or his heirs.

It should be noted that the deed to the property was not recorded until April
14, 1914 One of the-signees was hving in Canada at the time.

HENRY T. GARNETT FAMILY PHOTO

Henry T. Garnett was very civic minded and was chairman of the Shiloh
school district as well as being a member of the House of Delegates and the
enrolling clerk for the House of Delegates until his death. He also had several
young grandchildren living on the farm. He had personally hired live-in tutors to
educate his own children before sending them off for higher education.

The conveyance was very timely, because the county was already discussing
better schools-as welt as a high scheel. A reporter wrote in the Free Lance on Jan
30, 1913, “W& are glad indeed to notice the movement on the part of our citizens in
behalf of the public schools of King George County. There ought to be at least
three or more graded or high schools, one in each school district. This is an
educational age in which we are living and if our county is to keep pace with other
counties in the state we must have better school facilities and advantages. The
writer is ready to give any encouragement possible in this direction and there is
little doubt thht our public minded citizens will cheerfully consent to add a small



additional tax, if necessary, in order to meet the demands for better school houses
and additional school advantages. Most of the schools are so crowded at present
that the teachers can give very little attention to the various grades, and it is
impossible to properly class the scholars

Ina Frée Lance newspaper article dated March 4, 1913, it was stated, “The
Ninde Store phbhc school, taught by Miss Betty Grigsby and Miss Sadie Wilson,
will give an entertainment, The Village School of Ye Olden Time, at Colonial
Beach in the public school building on March 7.”

By May of 1913, the new school building at Tetotem was completed. An
article in the Hree Lance on May 6, 1913 states, “A couple of oid school buildings,
one used for white and the other for colored children near Ninde’s Store will be
sold today at King George Courthouse to the highest bidders. New buildings have
taken the plade of these old ones. A little more destructive work, followed by
constructive work on the other buildings in the county would be a good thing. Let
the ball contirine to role.”

On May 24,1913, for the first time, I found the reference to Madison
School. “The Madison School, near Ninde’s Store, taught by Miss Sadie Wilson

and Miss Grigsby, will close with appropriate exercises tonight. The session has
-been a very successful one.”

PHOTQ,OF BETTY BELL GRIGSBY taken about 1912

Betty Bell Grigsby was born in January 1888. By the time she was five
years old, both of her parents were dead. By 1910, she began her career as a
teacher, most likely at Ninde School. On November 23, 1916, she married James
Samuel Dishrhan in- King George County, thus ending her teaching career.
Married womén were not allowed to be teachers.

Sometime between 1916 and 1919, (the document is not dated beyond 191
three teachers are listed as recommended for Madison School. They are Miss
Garnett, Mary'Wright, and Edna Coakley. Miss Garnett is Josephine Iams Garnett,

daughter of Henry T. Garnett. Her application for employment in the year 1924
has survived.

APPLI(;ATION’ for JOSEPHINE 1. GARNETT
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In 1925 there were 22 schools in King George County, including Madison
School, or first called “the school at Tetotem.”

Miss Mary Harwood served as Superintendent of Schools in King George
County until 1925 when T. Benton Gayle became Superintendent of the newly
formed school division for both King George and Stafford counties. She was the
only woman tq serve in that position in Virginia. T. Benton Gayle stated in an
interview in 1975, “Our total budget for all school purposes when I first started to
work in the county was about $35,000 for an entire year.”
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Gulvey which was hold at  his
hothe on Friday, Fob. 13. Mrs.
Greon bad been suffering for o
week or 50 with something like
neuralgin, and was supposed to
be getting  better until Wednesy
day, when suddenly and without
warning she passed’ away in'the
presepee of her Lusband snd a

80c B1rupiol Pt l L St pan ey 35 vouts ofnge
:‘; ;':wmm::‘;'g;“; st s und leuves n dooply grieved -hus-
Soc Hay's Hair Health. ) - hand:innd three little children to
: g.’ - L : : mourh hor duss.  The funeral and
; The Genuine Compound Aspirin : ::«-igl ‘:nr;%ees X‘m{;"hgd.at'tho
i OR s - i and- > {home by Rev. A, W.-Graves on
: Oapsuld‘qwm cure you of Head o E|Priday, one of the coldedt days
- | aches, Neuralgia or Cold in.the % | [oF the winter. On secount of
. :" head. They are absolutely Harm-  (the intensely cold weather,  but
: R . ova. 1 |taw: friendy -gathered to atten
ki less.Yc “3°tth°3°nm°_f”°9‘-§“" F (Ll Inervives, rut be it assured
i ok m-‘ E: elsewhere. i } that Mr. (}xieom hfns ltll:e 1lxrof¢‘mnd-
e Hobson {x Ointmant by i gte b vt wympathy of ol who lknew
'5001;?'” S4lt, best'remedy for constipation and torpid ive?... ";';"- . £ the bld weniber
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80e Lax Fodo.. : : 3be [B|)and: Baptist whureh to ‘fill *his
80c § Ib.gartons Cream!;of Tartar. i : ggg Ill;p;ﬁ'ml;:m{‘ o Sun(llg_v,ue mmi
Pompbian Massage : Cream.. erl, blit his horse could not trave
:oipe?-ﬁx of $2.60 Riazors, WHITO they {asl..wv..cv.corevnefurerrernnes erim 9‘_1: on ageount of ice in the roads. It
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e 4 38e.2 for 28c-
125q Arnles Salvd..monennr o 17e
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i 284 Batter Color. 3 -t 17¢

} f§5¢ Carbolised Witeh H#_ul Salve...... 17c
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* 1954 Sanitol Liquid 8hampoo...... -

- 8% DéWitt’s Golden Lihiment

 g5¢ DeWitL'd Ong Minate Coagh Remedy.......
. £5¢; Nelsoh's! Helr Diedsingumm =

‘s hoped that he will be able to
get 10 Hanover next Sunday, the
22u¢l.: As this is George Wash.

ed Jo W, StfF commissioner  of

Kuceemd the late;B. ¥, Hart.;

%20 to. reimburse Delegate Thos,
Lrown, of Wo?‘t.morelund, wliuse
uvercout  Was § recently . missing
froy the elonk! room.

Semator Gravalt, of  Curoliue,
tonewed his motion to diseharge
the Committee on Priviléges und
Electiony from further consider-
At of. the primary bill intro..
duecd by him, The wation was
opposed by Senator Holt, chuir-
men ol the committee. Senator
Risen, o member of the -same
eummitter,  assured  the- Senate.
that an effort will be made 1o
report o primayy bill inca few
diys. Phe Greavalt motion  was
dufoutnd, ’

VIRGINIA NEWS

Judge C. B, dJones bas appoint-

revonue for Middlesex couh}.\ tu

L. S0 Yauwghan, o Clonferfernte
Veternn olimd.'at his  home  in
Midiflesex eounty Teh. 10, uged
A Il lewves  his wife amd
two ehildron, H

Rev, Mexander Galt, of St
Mary s Papish, Anne Arandel Co.,

ington’s birthduy, n sermon ap-
propriate ta the oceasion will
opad -

- Exercises of an interesting nla-
ture were lield at the Madison
schoolliouse uehr Ninde's Store
on Wadnesday, the 4th instant,
Prof. Knop, of"the experimentsl
departiment - of the Agricultural
Bureau of Wishington, had been
aunonecd, but his assistant, Mr.
C‘oljnrn. wag pregsent and ' ox-

* '5¢i Japaniesk Menthodide

Goolrick'siRemedy
. .. stomachjheadache, dys)
* . sallits forme—guaranteed—

. BeDi David's Chilf aqd Fevor Tonle .

i @5 Feanes's Cough Rathedy

‘P5c, Ragmond’s Pink Pills
BiciRay

mond'sNervs and Booe Oil...

H

iﬁe;’Sll Hepaties. . .

' ", | Elixir Chidro Heroin, !@n effdciive -
‘ remedy Bronchitis, Pleurisy,
Asthma jand all res) y, or
. -pulmonary affections. Pride:per -

_ L e B L

g8 1, Castile 808D,y !
e
'6e.Flotilia Bath Soup TR TY —

< i WATE o Biaidc)
il ERoUTE

p ¢ why Prof, K. could not
come at , thig® time. Rev. "A.
Graves was.call[d upon to make,
an address and gave a talk on
**The Three B.'s’ necessary in
educationnl matters, viz, Brains
Broks and Buildiligs. -

- Some ‘regret ia expressed that
the schoo) ‘term in some of the
distriets in‘the county is to be
shortened this year i ovder. to
put u part‘of the fund into the
improvement of the school build.
ings. We hope this may not he
Becesasry. The school. termy fn
all too shart at best.

re
galting ite st this time, which is
of very fino qualgy snd thick-
ness. .
There i3 a good 1 of sick-
nosg-in the county ahd deaths
have heen frequent this mon‘t%

‘Mr. S, M, Jaoney in an clo-
guenz and impressive manger ad-
sed a large midiemce at Shi-
loh Baptist church, new site,
Bundey sfternoon.. The moeting
:{m‘\mddx- the auqiizr of the
|Men’s Progressive gue.
- Mr. Jammey thoroughly pleased
his dndience on the subject of en-
virohments and urged them t
live ipurer lives. .Aa a reanlt of
his address aud an earnest appesl
by ‘Rev. ‘W, L. Ransome one por-
gon ateantad Christ and two join-

Marydhd, has accepled n coll to
setorship of Ridley Papiah,
per eeum,\-._ N

4. O, Morris, who conduets o
awmill business ot Bells Roads,
Lonisn ecommty, fins filed a volun-
tary petition in bankruptey in U.

. District: Court. Linhilitica $4,
060, ussotg! §2,00. - .

Tomple Palmergorf of thu latd

‘WAS MOTHER

'9ter,’v. THer son had been killed

e © M. D: Han,
l‘rvs.A Vu. Aadnboan Soe.
OF FOUR SOLDIERS '

ctrigl Day, Dies in .Washing-
on.

Mrs. Loyisn August Hurvey Me- |
l;?uu, lirst obgerver of Decoration
Duy, motliér of .four gons who
fought in the civil war, and well
known through her Joyalty to the
Uonfederacy duriug the Civil war
died at her home in Washington
Suturday, aged 93 yeavs:

Mrs. MelLean was born pear
Troy, N.'Y. Following ‘her mar-
riage to Archibell McLean, she
went to Washington and bas
haen living there for - three-quar-
tery of & ceutury: At the out-
hreak’ al the.eivi] war- three of
her sons joived the federate
army and ope entered !the Union
ranks. .
She abw had five nephows-who
fought i the war, and wan kuwow.
to_many as “the soldier moth-.
ar* « The war caused the loss of
u Inrge fortune. When her sons
died she went to the Lenthall
Home for Widows, where she live
ed for 24 years. N
Mrs, MeLean was given spegial
permission by President Grant
to decornte the graves of the
Coufederates in Arlington Cem.

in the Union lines.and was buried
at Arlington, and on the fimst
Memorial day she decorated two'

R. . Palmer, who frag treasurer
of King ‘William county nearly
20 yours, was appeinted by Judge
Jones us_his father’s successor
for the unexpired term.

At the Sitxh National Corn Ex-
pogition at Dallas, Texas, H. B
Luttrell, of Delaplane, Fauquior
county, Virginia was swarded a
prize 8s grower of the best corn
in the Southern zone, thé United
States havimg-been divided into
five sections, for the exhibit.

grand jury of Prince William Co,
Court, comploted last week, it
wag found that fiffeen persons
were not nssessed with certain
intangible. property . and ' they
were listed for taxatidn in the
aggregute sum of $113,000

A murder case .in" which Wm.
Smith, a storekeoper, ia. charg
with shooting and killing a Mr.
Gandner, both white, was befare
King and Queen court last week.
The shooting grew out‘of a qus
rel over u small ‘piece of ' lavd.
The case was continued until the
April term and.Smith
a $5,000 bond. .
Dr. W. N. Chinn had- weveral.
lambs killed by dogs reeontly

writer's Jast Sunday night; but
Fortunately one got o load pf shot
bafore any damage was done.

Keep” your gun loaded and your,
avee anen | hava 94 lamhe

In the tax investigotion by.a-

ed {And "2 bonquet of

put under

afd two dogs were' after the |

Confcdarnte ‘graves und  one

Enion grave. L ~

MBS. LIZTLETON i
ADDRESBES LEGISLATURE

Mrs, Littleton, wife of Con-
gressman  Martin W, Littleton,
of New York, 'addressed  the
House of Delegaten and members
of the -Senate Saturday advoen-
ting-nakimg Monticello; the-home
of Jefferaon, near Charlottesville,
a “‘national shrine,’’ like Wash.
ington’a home, Mount Vernon.

A resolntion waa adopted urg-
ing Longreas to aoguire Memticel-
do. YA member  suggested  that
it w],ould not be necessary for Mm
Littleton to continue reading |va-
rious publications relating to her

. [esuse, and she burst into tears.

apologized,

! ‘roses brought
bagk tho lady's siiles. .

Mrs. Littleton said that-a New

man- had offered last year

to Yuy, Monticello and present it

The member prom‘gtl‘y

{to the.State of Virginia, but that

the ;offor, tremsimitted ‘to Repre-
gontative Jefferson M. Levy, of
New York, the owner, through
Gow, Mamn, was never .acknowl
edged.

FISE RUNNING EARLY
Fully a month earlior than is

thoir habit 'shad and herring aré
beinig caught on the Potomac riv-

or. It it evident that the: fish
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