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Transcription: Last Will and Testament of William Camden (Gemini AI)
County: Amherst County, Virginia
Date Written: May 14, 1813
Date Proved: June 21, 1813
Source: Will Book [Vol/Page obscured, likely Will Book 5, p. 214-215 based on typical Amherst pagination]
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At a court held for Amherst County the 17th May 1813 this account was returned into court and ordered to be recorded.
Teste.
In the name of God Amen. I William Camden of the County of Amherst do make this my last will and testament, utterly revoking all former wills made by me declaring this to be my last will and testament. First my will and desire is that all my just debts be fully paid and satisfied.
Item 1st: I give and bequeath to my son Henry Camden two negro slaves that is Ben and Lucy his wife to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the second: I give and bequeath to my Grand son William H. Camden one negro boy named Ralph to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the third: I give and bequeath to my son Jabez Camden one negro man named Nelson and one hundred Dollars Cash to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the fourth: I give and bequeath to my Grandson Jordan P. Camden one tract of land known by the name of the Old Cove to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the fifth: I give and bequeath to my son Jabez Camden one negro slave that is Gilberd [Gilbert] and Caleb to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the sixth: I give and bequeath to my son Leroy Camden two negro slaves to wit Dick and Phillis to him and his heirs for ever.
Item the seventh: I lend my wife Sybell Camden one negro woman named Milly during her life with the bed, bed clothes, bed steads and furniture one folding table the Cubbord [Cupboard] one walnut [?] chest one box and half and twelve Windsor Chairs. I also give her two hundred dollars annually and the property but he... [illegible word, possibly "heretofore"] which I intend her to Leroy Camden at her death and the ballance to be equally divided amongst my nine living children.
Item the eighth: I give and bequeath to my Grand daughter Nancy D. Goodwin one Negro Girl named Susanna to her and her heirs for ever.
Item the ninth: My will and desire is that Rose and all her children be sold and the money arising from said sale of Negroes to be equally divided amongst my five Daughters that is Nancy Whitehead, Peney Whitehead, Sally Lee Dent, Esther Goodwin, and Susan K... [Duncan]
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...Duncan one hundred pounds to be paid in five annual payments.
I give and bequeath to Peter G. Camden and Polly Ware Camden that tract of land known by the name of Poplar Cove it being the tract of land intended for their father to them and their heirs for ever. It is my will and desire that my Greenway estate with all its appurtenances thereto belonging, be rented out by my executors until my Grandson John Bell Camden attains the age of twenty one years at which time the said estate is to be equally divided between Nancy H Camden, John B Camden, and Marbele Camden except the rent that shall arise from the same until that time.
It is my will and desire that my Executors pay out of the rents of my Greenway estate the following sums to wit— Peter two hundred dollars to my wife annually so long as she lives also to Peter G Camden three hundred and fifty dollars also Polly W Camden three hundred and fifty Dollars also my Grandson John Whitehead also Floyd L Whitehead one hundred dollars likewise to Whitehead son of Richard Whitehead one hundred Dollars to them and their heirs for ever.
I lend my Daughter in law Sally H Camden the widow of Marbele Camden three negro slaves that is Daniel, Rose and Bob to maintain her and her children until John Bell Camden her son attains the age of twenty one years and then to be equally divided between Nancy H Camden, John B Camden and Marbele Camden as before mentioned.
I constitute and appoint Micajah Camden, Leroy Camden and John Whitehead my Executors to this my last will and testament as witness my hand and seal this 14th day of May one thousand eight hundred and thirteen.
Witness:
Robert L Cobbs
Lucy Camden
Sally Duncan
[Signed] Wm Camden (Seal)
At a court held for Amherst County the 21st day of June 1813 The last will and testament of Wm Camden Deceased was this day produced into Court and proven by the oaths of Robert L Cobbs and Sally Duncan two of the subscribing witnesses to said will... and the same is ordered to be recorded and Micajah and Leroy Camden two of the Executors named in said will personally came into court and qualified as Excors to said will and entered into two several and distinct bonds the said Micajah Camden with James Garland and Jno Camden his securities in the penalty of $10,000 conditioned as the law directs; the said Leroy Camden with Wm Duncan Jabez Camden and Wm Penn his securities in the penalty of $8000 conditioned as the law directs.

Genealogical Abstract
The Testator:
· Name: William Camden
· Location: Amherst County, Virginia
· Death Date: Between May 14, 1813, and June 21, 1813.
Spouse:
· Sybell Camden: Received a life estate (use of property during her lifetime) of furniture, slaves, and an annuity.
Children (Nine Living mentioned):
1. Henry Camden (Son)
2. Jabez Camden (Son)
3. Leroy Camden (Son, Executor)
4. Nancy Whitehead (Daughter)
5. Peney [Penelope] Whitehead (Daughter)
6. Sally Lee Dent (Daughter)
7. Esther Goodwin (Daughter)
8. Susan K. Duncan (Daughter)
9. Micajah Camden (Not explicitly listed as "son" in bequests, but listed as Executor and fits the count of "nine living children").
Deceased Children (Inferred):
· Marbele [Marable] Camden: Deceased. His widow is Sally H. Camden.
· [Unknown Son]: The father of Peter G. and Polly Ware Camden. The will mentions land "intended for their father."
Grandchildren:
· William H. Camden (Son of ?)
· Jordan P. Camden
· Nancy D. Goodwin
· John Whitehead (Son of Richard Whitehead)
· Floyd L. Whitehead (Son of Richard Whitehead)
· [First Name Illegible] Whitehead (Son of Richard Whitehead)
· Peter G. Camden
· Polly Ware Camden
· John Bell Camden (Son of Marbele & Sally H. Camden)
· Nancy H. Camden (Child of Marbele & Sally H. Camden)
· Marbele Camden [Jr.] (Child of Marbele & Sally H. Camden)
In-Laws Mentioned:
· Sally H. Camden: Widow of son Marbele.
· Richard Whitehead: Father of the Whitehead grandsons (likely husband of Nancy or Peney).

Historical & Cultural Analysis
1. Socio-Economic Status
William Camden was a wealthy member of the Virginia gentry.
· Land Holdings: He bequeaths three distinct plantations/tracts: "Old Cove," "Poplar Cove," and the "Greenway estate."
· Personal Property: The mention of "twelve Windsor Chairs" is significant. In 1813, Windsor chairs were fashionable and relatively expensive; owning a matching set of twelve indicates a large dining area and significant social entertaining.
· Cash: The bonds posted by the executors ($10,000 and $8,000) are enormous sums for 1813, indicating the estate was very valuable.
2. Enslaved Persons
The will identifies at least 15 enslaved individuals by name. This serves as a vital record for African American genealogy in Amherst County.
· Family Units: There is a specific effort to keep the couple Ben and Lucy together (both going to Henry).
· Separation: However, the will orders that Rose and "all her children" be sold and the money divided, which would likely result in the separation of that family unit.
· Named Individuals: Ben, Lucy, Ralph, Nelson, Gilberd (Gilbert), Caleb, Dick, Phillis, Milly, Susanna, Rose (and children), Daniel, Bob.
3. Currency Transition
The will reflects the transitional economy of the early United States.
· He bequeaths money in Dollars (e.g., "one hundred Dollars").
· He bequeaths money in Pounds (e.g., to Susan K. Duncan: "one hundred pounds").
· This mix was common in Virginia wills of this era, as older generations often still calculated substantial debts and dowries in British currency, even though the US Dollar was the official currency.
4. Geography
· Greenway Estate: This was likely the main family seat.
· The Coves: "Poplar Cove" and "Old Cove" likely refer to geographic features (valleys or inlets) near the Tobacco Row Mountains or the Piney River in Amherst.

