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Document: Will of William Pendleton (1779)
Document Details
· Testator: William Pendleton
· Location: Amherst County, Virginia
· Date Written: January 2, 1774
· Date Proved: November 1, 1779
· Source: Will Book (likely Amherst County Will Book 1), Pages 507, 508, and 509

Part 1: Transcription (Gemini AI)
(Page 507)
In the Name of God Amen William Pendleton of Amherst County and Parish Planter being weak of Body but of Perfect mind and memory and knowing that it is appointed for all Men once to die do make and Ordain this my Last Will & Testament in manner and form following Imprimis I desire that all my Just Debts and funeral Charges be paid and Satisfied Item I lend to my Beloved Wife Elizabeth Pendleton the Land & Plantation whereon I now Live with all my Stocks of all kinds and household furniture to Continue hers Enduring [during] her Widowhood and no longer and after her Marriage or Death to be Equally Divided between my Beloved Children Benjamin Pendleton, James Pendleton, Edmund Pendleton, Richard Pendleton, Mary Pendleton, John Pendleton, Reuben Pendleton, William Pendleton, Sarah Pendleton, Frankey Pendleton, Isaac Pendleton, Betta Pendleton, to them and their Heirs forever Item what I have Given Benjamin Pendleton before this Day to go in his part which is a Cow and Calf three pounds Ten shillings a belt forty shillings and Ten shillings worth of pewter, also James Pendleton has had a Horse at Seven pounds to go in his part also Edmund Pendleton has had a Mare at five Pounds Ten shillings to go in his part, Item I give to James Pendleton fifty Acres of Land whereon he now lives Joyning my upper line to him and his heirs forever the said Fifty Acres of Land to be Valued Immedialely after my Death without the Improvements and such Valuation to go in his part of the Estate when Divided Also I Request that my Wife may Give those of my Children that has had nothing as they shall Come of Age a Cow and Calf and a Sow and piggs if she can Spare them, Likewise I do give unto Richard Vernal [or Vemal] of Culpeper County one Tract of Land whereon I formerly Lived on the Waters of Smiths Run to him the s[aid] Vernal and his heirs forever, Lastly I do appoint my Beloved Wife Elizabeth Pendleton my Executrix and my Beloved Sons James Pendleton and Edmund Pendleton my whole and Sole Executors of this my Last Will and Testament hereby Revoking and Disanulling all other Testaments and Wills by me made Confirming this and no other to be my Last Will and Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal this Second Day of January one
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Thousand Seven hundred and Seventy four
Signed Sealed & Published } William Pendleton (L.S.)
In the Presence of }
John Tinsley, Isaac Tinsley
William (his mark) Whitten
Ambrose Rucker
At a Court held for Amherst County the first day of November 1779. This Last Will and Testament of William Pendleton Dec[ease]d was this Day presented in Court by Elizabeth Pendleton the Executrix and James Pendleton the Executor therein Named who made Oath thereto according to Law, and was proved by the Oath of Ambrose Rucker and Isaac Tinsley two of the Witnesses thereto and ordered to be Recorded and the Said Executors with Ambrose Rucker and Isaac Tinsley their Securitys acknowledged Bond in the Penalty of four Thousand pounds, with the Condition, Required by Law.
Test. Edmd. Wilcox Clk
Know all men by these presents that we Elizabeth Pendleton & James Pendleton, Ambrose Rucker and Isaac Tinsley are held and firmly Bound to James Neil, Alexander Reid [Gent?], Gabriel Penn and Benjamin Rucker Gent. Justices of the Court of Amherst County, now Setting, in the Sum of Four Thousand Pounds To the Payment whereof well and truly to be made to the Said Justices and their Successors, we Bind ourselves, and Each of us, our and Each of our heirs Executors and Administrators, Jointly and Severally firmly by these presents Sealed with our Seals this first Day of November in the Year of our Lord, one thousand Seven hundred and Seventy Nine and in the fourth Year of the Commonwealth
The Condition of this Obligation is Such, That If the above Bound Elizabeth Pendleton Executrix and James Pendleton Exor of the Last Will and Testament of William Pendleton Deced do make or Cause to be made a true and Perfect Inventory of all and Singular the Goods, Chattles and Credits of the Said Deceased which have or shall come to the hands, Possession, or knowledge of the said Elizabeth and James Pendleton, or into the hands and
(Page 509)
Possession of any other Person or Persons for them, and the same so made do Exhibit into the County Court of Amherst at such time as they shall be thereunto Required by the said Court and the same Goods, Chattles and Credits, and all other the Goods Chattles and Credits of the said Deceased, which at any time after shall come to the hands possession, or knowledge, of the said Elizabeth and James or into the hands and possession of any other Person or Persons for them do well and truly Administer according to Law; and further do make a Just and true Account of their Actings and Doings therein when thereto Required by the said Court; and also shall well and truly pay and Deliver all the Legacies Contained and Specified in the said Testament, as far as the said Goods, Chattles and Credits, will thereunto Extend, and the Law shall Charge, Then this Obligation to be Void, and of none Effect, or Else to Remain in full force and Virtue.
Elizabeth (her mark) Pendleton (L.S.)
James Pendleton (L.S.)
Ambrose Rucker (L.S.)
Isaac Tinsley (L.S.)
At a Court held for Amherst County the First Day of November 1779. This Bond was acknowledged, and ordered to be Recorded.
Test. Edmd. Wilcox Clk

Part 2: Genealogical & Historical Summary
1. Family Unit Identified
· Father: William Pendleton (Died between Jan 1774 and Nov 1779)
· Mother: Elizabeth Pendleton (Executrix)
· Children (Order listed in Will):
1. Benjamin Pendleton
2. James Pendleton (Executor)
3. Edmund Pendleton (Executor)
4. Richard Pendleton
5. Mary Pendleton
6. John Pendleton
7. Reuben Pendleton
8. William Pendleton
9. Sarah Pendleton
10. Frankey Pendleton (Likely Frances)
11. Isaac Pendleton
12. Betta Pendleton (Likely Betty/Elizabeth)
2. Property & Locations
· Residence (1774): Amherst County, VA.1
· Previous Residence: Culpeper County, VA (on the "Waters of Smiths Run").2
· Culpeper Connection: The will gives the Culpeper land to a Richard Vernal (or Vemal), suggesting a close familial or business relationship.3
· Son James' Land: 4James Pendleton was already living on 50 acres "joyning my upper line" in Amherst.
3. Historical Context
· Revolutionary War Gap: The will was written in January 1774 (Pre-war) but proved in November 1779 (Mid-war).
· Inflation: The executor bond is set at £4,000. This high amount reflects the severe inflation of Continental currency during the Revolution.5
· "Commonwealth": The bond is dated in the "fourth Year of the Commonwealth," referring to Virginia's independent government established in 1776.6
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